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Life Group Schedule

15 Min  Eat, Meet & Greet

15 Min  Ice Breaker Game: Whose Story is it? This icebreaker game lets 
you hear some fun, fascinating, and surprising stories. Pass out paper and pen 
and have everyone take a few minutes to write a personal experience. (The 
stranger, the better!) Fold the papers and put them in a basket, bag or box. Have 
three people at a time sit in front of the group. The leader randomly picks a slip 
of paper and hands it to the three people. Each member of the trio reads the 
paper aloud and then adds some details to the story. The group guesses if the 
story really belongs to one of the three and, if so, to which one.

Opening prayer

45–60 Min  “The Necessary Gospel”

Q1. What’s your testimony—your God story?

Q2. Do you ever have moments when you feel like the Holy Spirit is just 
not going to let something go?

• This happens to me when I think about the next generation being 
raised in church but not knowing the gospel. 

1.	 Grace	to	hear	the	Gospel.
Matthew 13:14 “This fulfills the prophecy of Isaiah that says, 
“When you hear what I say, you will not understand. When 
you see what I do, you will not comprehend.”

• There are various understandings of what it means to be a 
Christian:

 ʭ Some had heard the gospel but had just not understood it.

 ʭ The majority had not heard the gospel but had heard what Matt 
calls Moralistic Therapeutic Deism, meaning “Hear this, do this, 
and do that, and God loves you. But do this other thing, and 
you’re going to have problems.” Moralistic Therapeutic Deism 
causes us to try to conform to the pattern of religion without 
being transformed by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 ʭ Many think it’s about not doing some things and having to do 
other things. Then they fail or drift when they don’t succeed.

 ʭ Another group has made moral purity such a focus that they 
become impossible to be around.

COlOssians 1:13-14 “He (Jesus) has delivered us from the 
domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his 



beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness 
of sins.”

• You are delivered from darkness, but it happened long before you 
were born. You are a passive recipient of God’s grace, not an active 
agent. We didn’t save ourselves.

 ʭ The kingdom of darkness is beyond sex, drugs, and alcohol. 
Rather, the kingdom of darkness is anything you substitute as 
your God, instead of Jesus—the Light of the world.

• Some of you are walking in darkness because you think that 
ultimately you can get to fullness of life yourself.

 ʭ You make the rules; you define right and wrong, and no one is 
going to put any rules on you.

• Some of you walk in darkness because you think you are smarter 
than God.

 ʭ You think you know right and wrong more than the Word; you 
pick and choose which parts you agree with.

• Others walk in darkness because you use the religion of Christianity 
to live in such a way that you don’t have to submit to Jesus Christ.

 ʭ You do good works without relationship, without submission. 

• Others say, “I don’t need God because I go to church every 
weekend. I don’t cuss or get drunk or high like my friend.” 

 ʭ Both say, “I don’t need You; I got this.” Both are bankrupt and 
empty.

2.	 Grace	to	know	your	purpose.
2 tiMOthy 1:9 “He has saved us and called us to a holy life—
not because of anything we have done but because of his 
own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ 
Jesus before the beginning of time...”

• Jesus is the perfect reflection of how God handles people in 
darkness:

 ʭ ...in how he engaged the woman caught in adultery

 ʭ ...in how he treated the woman who washed his feet while the 
disciples laughed

 ʭ ...in how He spoke to Zacchaeus, the wee little man. 

• Jesus attacked the self-righteousness of the day by saying, “Unless 
your righteousness supersedes that of the Pharisees, you will never 
see the kingdom of God.”

 ʭ The Pharisees memorized Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, 
and Deuteronomy, with a level of cleanliness that makes our 
moral lives look pathetic.

 ʭ You cannot earn God’s forgiveness.



• You are good at something! God put you here with a PURPOSE. 

• God is into extreme renewal for everyone. And you have been 
chosen to partner with Him. Some of you have great gifts—
business, art, architecture, athletics, etc.

 ʭ GOD CREATED that in you because he is going to use you in the 
parameter of culture he has placed you in to glorify all things to 
himself. So if a Christian is bored, it’s highly likely that they don’t 
understand their calling.

 ʭ We must use what we are good at to point people toward God.

• We can’t save the lost in our own power, but we can tell them 
about Jesus, invite them to lunch, offer friendship, and answer their 
questions. As we do that we begin to witness a culture shift.

Q3. What are you uniquely gifted for?

3.	 Grace	to	be	healed.
Matthew 13:14-15 “This fulfills the prophecy of Isaiah that 
says, “When you hear what I say, you will not understand. 
When you see what I do, you will not comprehend. For the 
hearts of these people are hardened, and their ears cannot 
hear, and they have closed their eyes—so their eyes cannot 
see, and their ears cannot hear, and their hearts cannot 
understand, and they cannot turn to Me and let Me heal them.”

• An MRI will show you what’s wrong, but it won’t heal you.

 ʭ Similarly, we don’t have the ability to uphold the law. It’s 
impossible, but the good news is that through Jesus we are holy 
and blameless in His sight.

Q4. Who has messed up your life the most? Who has lied to you the 
most?

• Do you sometimes focus on someone else who hurt you? Yet your 
reaction to their wickedness or betrayal is totally on you.

• Do you sometimes focus on yourself, on what you want, or on your 
mistakes?

 ʭ Instead of focusing on myself, my desires, my needs, or my 
hurts—if I can keep my eyes on God who has taken away the 
death I once carried and gave me life, how much confidence 
would that give me? That would make me want to run TO Him 
and not FROM Him.

 ʭ The only way to grow in life, to grow in your walk with God, to go 
from glory to glory is for you to get over you. 

Q5. Are you trying to find your own joy, do your own thing, or make your 
own way?



• GOD DELIGHTS IN YOU!—Not because you’re awesome, but 
because He’s awesome! He desires that you know Him, not just 
know about Him.

• When God looks at you, if you have submitted your life to Jesus 
Christ, that you’re clean, you’re spotless, and no one can bring up 
an accusation against you.

pray tOgether thrOugh any need that has surfaCed during the 
disCussiOn.
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